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ABSTRACT:
Globalisation sometimes forces a distinction between the “standard” aspect, which is mostly supported by Western values, and the “substandard” aspect. The latter is often described as “undeveloped” or “primitive,” and it is often regarded that the substandard aspect will/should be adapted to the standard one in the future. Contrary to this, by focusing on the changes in Namibia’s meat industry and local livestock farming, I will examine a scenario in which the local people actively select the “standards” or local ways and then create a new style.
Before Namibia gained independence in 1990, the national meat industry was controlled by South African rules under the apartheid regime; therefore, livestock farming by “non-white” people in the northern areas was largely ignored. After independence, however, the abolition of apartheid coincided with the liberalization of the economy, and the government founded some branch abattoirs in order to include in the national market the local livestock farming in the northern part of the country.
In north-central Namibia, Ovambo agro-pastoralists engage in agriculture and livestock farming. Some Ovambo households have introduced new technology in the farming system. For instance, some households have set “cattle posts,” or fenced grazing land, like the commercial farmers in the southern part. However, there is no clear intention to participate in the market economy, and the farmers do not mention livestock as their main source of income. On the other hand, they value livestock as wedding gifts and the source of dairy products. This means that the penetration of global standards has not necessarily or directly caused changes in the local livestock farming practices to perfectly commit the market economy; in fact, the farmers have selectively introduced global standards by modifying them to suit local requirements.
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